
Firstly, whilst they expected 

no accolades for the job they 

did in organising the Alice 

Springs Reunion, 

I would like to again thank 

Garry (Snow) Whykes & his 

Committee for the great job 

they did & of equal importance 

the perseverance of their good 

ladies. Thank you on behalf of 

all who enjoyed the events & 

fellowship in the “Alice” 

 

 About the next reunion – The 

greatest difficulty for the cur-

rent Committee is that the 

various Cruise Companies are 

slow to publish their 2011 

cruise schedule & pricing. Our 

Travel Agent, Dale Harris is a 

Free Lance Travel Consultant 

linked to Harvey World Travel 

& when she was with Ansett 

was the winner year after year 

as Australia’s top Travel Con-

sultant. Dale has been work-

ing tirelessly to get dates & 

prices from the Cruise Compa-

nies. 

 

 The two main questions that 

you the Members need to an-

swer are: 

• Cruise duration 

• Australian coastal cruise or 

overseas cruise 

 

 To allow planning to proceed I 

would ask all members to re-

spond promptly to these two 

survey questions through our 

hard working Webmaster, Alan 

Pratt. The results of the survey 

will show the direction your 

Committee will then take. 

 

 In reaching your decision the 

following should be considered: 

• The off season (cheaper pric-

ing) for cruises is in keeping 

with our normal reunion timing 

of Autumn. So plan on approxi-

mately May 2011. 

• Overall price to you (prices 

include all meals & entertain-

ment; you pay only for bever-

ages & casino.) 

• Type of cabin, shared or not, 

inboard or balcony cabin (this 

affects pricing) 

• Depending upon numbers 

we may be able to gain discount 

concessions from the Cruise 

Lines 

• Overseas travel requires a 

current passport, local travel 

requires a valid form of identi-

fication e.g. Drivers Licence. 

• Whether you want to enjoy 

the onboard entertainment, 

facilities & reunion or tours 

ashore including shopping 

(tours often are an extra cost.) 

The additional cost of getting 

to a single Australian port if 

the cruise is to be coastal or 

flying from all capital cities to 

an overseas destination to 

start the cruise. Through our 

Travel Agent we will endeav-

our to coordinate discounted 

air travel to our starting port. 

 

 Some cruise options are in-

cluded in this Newsletter to 

give you an idea of the pricing, 

the duration & type of cruises 

available. I emphasise the 

pricing is indicative based on 

2009/2010 prices. 

  

 John Fenton 

PRESIDENT 
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It is with the deepest regret that we announce the passing of our esteemed inaugural President 

and OC of 17 Construction Squadron Workshop Vietnam, Merv (Mol) Flanders.  Merv passed 

away on Christmas day 2009 after a long illness.  We were fortunate to have Merv attend our 

last reunion in Alice Springs and many members spent some time chatting with Merv and 

Dawn.  Merv’s son-in-law Mark, said that they could not get his reunion cap off his head after 

he returned from the Alice, Mark also stated that Merv’s cap was placed in his coffin. 

Farewell Merv  - Lest We forget 

Vale Keith Jones 

Another of our members, Keith Jones, has passed away after suffering from cancer.  Keith 

served in Vietnam from February 1969 to February 1970.  He will be sadly missed by his fam-

ily and many friends. 

Another mate gone  -  Lest We Forget 

o o O o o 

Vale Merv FlandersVale Merv FlandersVale Merv Flanders   

As the members decided at the Alice Springs 

reunion, a cruise was the preferred option for 

the 2011 reunion. 

The following few pages are flyers with various 

cruise options.  It is the intention of the com-

mittee to seek the opinions of members so that 

we can settle on a particular cruise and then 

we can make the confirmation arrangements 

with the Travel Agent. 

Please look carefully at these documents and 

you will  note the variations in destinations, 

2011 Cruise Options2011 Cruise Options2011 Cruise Options   

activities and cabin types. 

Attached to this newsletter is a questionnaire.  

We ask that you fill in the details and send it 

back to the address provided.  The committee can 

then begin to make some decisions as to the na-

ture and destination of the cruise. 

Alternately, there will be a survey on the web 

site.  Please do not duplicate the questionnaire 

and the survey. 

Invalid email AddressInvalid email AddressInvalid email Address   

We have removed the following members email addresses from our database as they have been 

returning as invalid, if your name is here (or someone you know) and have a current email address 

could you please send it to info@17construction.org.au for inclusion.  It makes communications 

much faster, easier and cheaper via email.  

 

 Allan LENNOX, Gerardus SCHOORL, Glenn SMITH, Henry KOLEK, John DONOVAN, John 

TAYLOR, Roger HERROD, Grant YOUNG, Colin MARTIN, Kevin STUART, Graham STEELE, 

Norm RIDGWAY, Stanley O'DWYER, Donato FRAGNITO, Phillip MANNING, Eric WILLIAMS, 

Raymond JOHNSON, Terence THOMAS, 
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Name:______________________________________________________ 

 

 

I will/will not be attending the 2011 reunion. 

My choice would be: Australian Coastal Cruise  

      Overseas Cruise 

 

      Short Cruise (2-3 days) 

      Longer Cruise (7 days) 

 

Comments:______________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please return this questionnaire to: 

 

17 Construction Squadron Workshop Vietnam Association 

PO Box 3147 

Carlisle South 

WA 6101  

 

 

** Please return this document before 7th Mar 2010 

 

 

 

 


